Seeing Farther
Winter 2018

A publication of Prein&Newhof

Building Community with a shared Water Treatment System
Holland and Zeeland work together to solve increased sewer flow challenge
Governor Snyder called for more
intergovernmental cooperation in 2011, as the
recession in Michigan was nearing the end. He
said policy should emphasize consolidation,
service sharing, accountability, transparency,
and controlling compensation costs.
Since the economy has recovered,
communities may find they have more
resources to meet their constituents’ needs.
Even so, looking for ways to be fiscally
responsible while still providing high quality
public service is typically a community’s goal.
In some circumstances, intergovernmental
cooperation is the most logical solution to help
meet those needs. Prein&Newhof is wrapping
up a project that illustrates how cooperation
and communication between neighboring
communities helps everyone win.
Holland Charter Township’s wastewater
collection system includes not only Holland
Township, but also parts of Park Township (to
the west) and Zeeland Charter Township (to
the east). Until recently, these communities
were collectively known as the Northern
Service Area (NSA) of the City of Holland’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant.
In the early 2000s, the City of Holland’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant was reaching
its capacity. In order to avoid a costly
expansion, Holland Charter Township and
Zeeland Charter Township, on behalf of
the NSA, entered into discussions with the
City of Zeeland to see if some of the NSA’s
wastewater could be redirected to the Zeeland
Clean Water Plant. Since Zeeland was
planning on expanding its plant anyway, the
discussions were timely.
In 2014, an agreement was reached: Zeeland
would expand its plant from 1.65 million
gallons per day (MGD) to 3.5 MGD, granting
the NSA 1.1 MGD capacity in the plant.
With the City of Holland’s approval, Holland
Township decided to redirect three pump
stations, which received flow from Zeeland

Township and the eastern portion of Holland
Township, to pump wastewater to the City of
Zeeland’s Clean Water Plant. On October 24,
2017, the first of Holland Township’s pump
stations was redirected to the City of Zeeland.
All three stations were redirected by mid–
November.
It took excellent project management and
communication to reach an agreement with the
City of Zeeland to redirect flow to its plant,
and to get approval from Holland WWTP
administrators to allow the NSA to partially
disconnect from its system. Prein&Newhof
also needed to get MDOT’s approval to
directionally drill a portion of the wastewater
forcemain under BL–196 to connect with the
Zeeland Clean Water Plant.
Each community involved in this project
benefitted from the agreement. The City
of Holland saved the cost of expanding its
wastewater plant, which was much greater
than the cost of adding capacity at the Zeeland
plant.
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WAMP Completion
All water systems in
Michigan serving more
than 1,000 people were
required by MDEQ to
implement a Drinking
Water Asset Management
Program (WAMP)
by January 1, 2018.
Congratulations to those
who met the deadline.
You are one step closer
to improving our state’s
infrastructure plan.

The City of Zeeland got extra grant funding
from the U.S. Economic Development
Administration (EDA) and Michigan’s State
Revolving Fund (SRF) to expand its clean
water plant, which was already in the works.
Also, receiving more domestic wastewater to
offset its high concentration of industrial waste
helps the operation of its plant.
Both Zeeland Charter Township and Holland
Charter Township saved costs by reducing
the overall pumping distance by up to five
miles. P&N also coordinated the first force
main project with the Road Commission to
save restoration costs. Future extensions in
the wastewater collection system can now be
done with smaller piping sizes, which will also
reduce costs.
If your community could benefit from more
utility collaboration, contact P&N Senior
Project Manager Ken Bosma, PE
at 616–364–8491.

New Team Member
Joel Morgan, PE
joined Prein&Newhof
in December, working
as a Senior Engineer
in our Grand Rapids
office. Joel comes to
us with eight years
of water resources
experience. He holds
a bachelor’s degree
in civil engineering
from Calvin College,
and a master’s degree
in civil engineering
from the University of
Minnesota.

Winter 2018
www.

Infrastructure for where
you’re going.

Prein&Newhof
www.preinnewhof.com

Seeing Farther

Grand Rapids • Holland
Kalamazoo • Cadillac • Muskegon
Traverse City

Paper made with post-consumer
recycled content.

Address Service Requested

PAID
U.S. POSTAGE

3355 Evergreen Drive NE Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Prein&Newhof

PRSRT STD

Two Prein&Newhof Employees Retired in December
Prein&Newhof recently said farewell to two valued employees.
Kris Fisher retired this winter after nearly 28 years of employment with P&N. Kris worked
both as a Construction Observer and as a Soils Technician.
Steve Ballard also retired this winter after working at Prein&Newhof for nearly 30 years.
Steve was a Senior Surveyor.
We thank Kris and Steve for their loyal and devoted service to Prein&Newhof’s clients.

Jonathan Nelson earns PE License
In February, the State of Michigan licensed Prein&Newhof
engineer Jonathan Nelson as a Professional Engineer (PE).
P&N is proud of Jonathan for this accomplishment along his
journey to build expertise.
To earn a PE License in Michigan, one must earn a four–year
college degree, pass the Fundamentals of Engineering Exam,
work under a Professional Engineer for at least four years
(three years for individuals with a graduate degree), and
pass the Principles and Practice of Engineering Exam. This
extensive process ensures competency in the profession.
Jonathan joined P&N in 2015, after graduating from Michigan Technological University with
a Master of Science in Civil Engineering, and a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering.

Prein&Newhof specializes in:
• Civil & Environmental
Engineering
• Environmental Consulting
• Surveying
• Geographic Information
Systems
• Laboratory Testing

Seeing Farther is published
for clients and colleagues of
Prein&Newhof.
Articles should not be
reprinted without permission
from Elizabeth Newhof,
Editor, or Kayla Fournier,
Associate Editor.
Please send comments and
address corrections to:
info@preinnewhof.com.
Stay connected with us on
what we’re doing and how we
can help you:
@PreinNewhof
www.facebook.com/
preinandnewhof

